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I can’t believe that April has begun, and it still feels like January!  I hope you are starting to settle into this 
unbelievable time of remote learning, social distancing and thinking of health first.  The halls and the classrooms 
are so quiet, and we all miss our students: their energy, their voices, their enthusiasm and their high fives and 
hugs.  Please let them know we are missing them, thinking of them and praying for them.  That goes for you too, 
parents!   

The administrative changes for the 2020-2021 school year have been announced and at St. Jerome it means a 
change in Assistant Principal.  Mrs. Borges-Couture has been assigned to École Holy Cross.  Of course, she will 
continue to serve our community for the remainder of the year, but we congratulate her and wish her well at her 
new school.  We thank her for her leadership, commitment and support of the St. Jerome students and their 
families.  She is such an integral part of our family and we are so blessed to have her!   

I would like to welcome Mrs. Alannah Muirhead to St. Jerome.  She will take on the role of Assistant Principal in 
September.  Mrs. Muirhead is coming from Sister Annata Brockman School.  She is a proud mom and wife to two 
girls, Grace and Kate, husband Craig and “fur baby” (dog) Bosley.  She loves teaching and learning, and she is 
excited to return to St. Jerome! She taught here early on in her career, way back at the end on the 90’s. Mrs. 
Muirhead has a passion for literacy, and she loves to share and talk about books and reading with students.  She 
has been teaching for over 20 years and she still thinks it is the best job in the world and can't imagine doing 
anything else.  Welcome, Mrs. Muirhead. 

We will continue to prepare bag lunches for pick up on weekdays.  These will be available from 11:00 – 12:30 just 
inside the front door of the school.  We encourage you to maintain social distancing if you are coming to pick up a 
lunch at the same time as someone else.   

Our school remains open from 8:30am – 4:00pm Monday to Friday and we are here to support you.  Please feel 
welcome to call the office or email teachers or staff.  We will be closed for Good Friday, April 10 and Easter 
Monday April 13. 

We continue our journey through Lent, preparing our hearts for Easter and celebrating Christ’s resurrection.  We 
pray that you will be filled with peace and hope, that you will feel the depth of God’s love for you and that you 
and your families remain healthy and joyful. 

School Council: The next School Council meeting is scheduled Monday, April 6, 6:30pm is cancelled.  
 
Registration: If you have not returned your letter of intent to confirm your child’s registration for 2020-2021, 
please do so by email to  Theresa.Lema@ecsd.net, Maria.DeOliveira@ecsd.net or   8036web@ecsd.net 
 
 
Theresa Lema    Paula Borges-Couture 
Principal  Assistant Principal 
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April 2020 

 
                          “The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and                                          
  the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as 

 you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.”  2 Corinthians 9:6-7 

These are unprecedented times in myriad ways for our world. Never before have we 
encountered a situation when classes have been cancelled completely and indefinitely in 
the province of Alberta. Never before have we encountered a time when even our 
celebration of the Eucharist has been cancelled.  The Lent and Easter season are going to 
be very different for us this year.  Let us make an extra effort to be an encounter with 
Christ for others in the absence of opportunity to gather at His Table. Let us focus on 
reaching out to each other in kindness and compassion in these times of uncertainty and 
anxiety. 

It is early days of the mandated class cancellation, and our staff is now collaborating to 
come up with innovative ways to ensure continuity of education for our students as 
much as possible.  Student learning remains at the forefront of our work. 

We already have significant capacity to deliver aspects of the teaching and learning 
process virtually and will be looking at how we can maximize that capability.  Our 
students are well versed in virtual classrooms, online assessments and collaborative 
working documents.  It will take some time for us to carry out the shift, but we are 
confident that we will be able to develop interim programming in anticipation of schools 
being opened again at some time in the future.  You can expect plans to be in place after 
Spring Break.   

While you are waiting for formal plans to unfold, there are many opportunities that exist 
for students to engage in general subject matter.  Many of our virtual classrooms provide 
home access to math and reading programs for students to practice and develop their 
skills in these areas. With your public library card, you have access to an incredible array 
of digital books and literature. Many of the world’s museums offer virtual tours and 
explanations about their displays.  These are just a few examples of resources at your 
fingertips. 
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The situation of education in Alberta is going to change daily.  Information will be shared as it unfolds.  Please 
continue to check your school’s website and www.ecsd.net for updates.  If you have not already signed up for 
our automatic notification system, SWIFT K-12, please contact your school to do so.  This will allow you to 
receive school specific information as it becomes available.   

The safety and welfare of the students and staff of Edmonton Catholic Schools is always our first priority.  
Responding in times of crisis requires that organizations remain calm and thorough in their response for the 
duration of the event.  You have our commitment that we will continue to collaborate with AHS and Alberta 
Education in order to create the best possible scenario for your children and their continuity of learning. 

Our Holy Father offers us some wisdom in these turbulent times: “Let us allow ourselves to be loved by God, 
so that we can give love in return. Let us allow ourselves to stand up and walk towards Easter.”  (03/17/20) 

Have a blessed Easter! 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Martin    Joe Naccarato 
Acting Superintendent  Acting Superintendent 
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Dear Friends, 
  
We have entered the season of Lent. Last month, thousands of students participated in Ash 
Wednesday liturgies in Catholic schools across our Archdiocese. Many of you have chosen 
to give something up in this time before Easter, and I thank God for your faith. 
  
I want us to keep in mind, too, that Lent is not only about giving something up. 
 
In Lent, we might say "no" to chocolate or Facebook or makeup or the snooze button, but 
that is not all we do. 
  
The true meaning of Lent is drawing near to Christ. It is about learning to say "yes" to 
God's will for our lives. 
  
Throughout history, different people have given up something they loved for the sake of a 
greater love or a deeper purpose. People have made sacrifices for their families or their 
countries, or for the arts and the sciences. 
 
In our Lenten fasts, we join this same heroic tradition by striving to love God more than 
we love any earthly thing. 
  
This Lent, I encourage you to speak to God in the privacy of your own heart. Tell God, "I 
love you more than these things. I choose you. Nothing means more to me than you do." 
Every time you give something up, remember that you are not simply depriving yourself.  
You are turning to God. You are teaching yourself to love what is truly best. 
  
When we choose God over the things of this world, we are following the example of all 
the saints and the holy angels. Young people, parents, teachers, staff, administrators – do 
you wish to make a difference in the world? There is no better path. 
  
May this Lent be the beginning of a renewed and restored faith in each one of us. 
  
I bless you all in the Lord. 
 
 
Richard W. Smith 
Archbishop of Edmonton 
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